
Policy on Substance Abuse among Juveniles
The adolescence stage is often recognized as the period where teenagers engage in unhealthy behaviors such as experimenting with drugs like smoking cigarettes or drinking alcohol to cope with their circumstances (Wilson & Petersilia, 2011). Under the influence of these substances, teenagers who are troubled with personal issues eventually engage in petty crimes, which gradually escalate to major criminal activities such as bank robbery or joining gangs to keep up with the life of crime. The National Drug Control Policy (NDCP) is a part of the President's Executive office in the United States. It works on reducing the illegal use of illicit substances, manufacturing, and trafficking of drugs and crimes and violence related to drug use (Office of National Drug Control Policy, n.d.). For the NDCP to succeed, it creates a detailed National Drug Control Strategy to implement the above policy. The strategy achieves this by coordinating and funding community-based activities with law enforcement to curb substance abuse among the youths and adults. 
The strength of NDCP is the involvement of community and law enforcement. Community-based activities like educational funfairs can be conducted regularly in different towns to create awareness about the dangers of drug abuse to the youths. At the same time, law enforcement embarks on stopping juvenile crime through community policing (Fisher-Stewart, 2016). A limitation of this policy is negligence. In that, the strategy can fail to provide funds that help to facilitate the running of the community-based activities. In turn, this affects the output of the communities’ effort and law enforcement to rid of substance abuse and crime in the area. The change I would make would be to provide a place where the teenagers can meet regularly and openly talk with their peers without being judged to help boost their self-confidence. An elder can supervise the conversations and they can offer guidance where necessary. 
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